
 

 

Proposed Amendment to MSYSA Rule 5.2A, Proposed by Danielle Henry, MSYSA Director of Member Services. 
Date Submitted: November 25, 2019 
To be effective March 1, 2020.   
 
I. Current Rule: 

Rule 5.2A 

 
A. Types of Discipline and Appeals. The MSYSA discipline and appeals committee shall only hear appeals from 
decisions of lower authority, cases concerning referee assault, or matters referred by the board of directors. 
 

II. How the Rule Would Be Changed: 
Strike out “referee assault” and insert “misconduct toward game officials or misconduct of game officials” after 
“concerning” and before “, or matters” 

The proposed rule (with changes) would appear as follows:  
 

A. Types of Discipline and Appeals. The MSYSA discipline and appeals committee shall only hear appeals from 
decisions of lower authority, cases concerning referee assault misconduct toward game officials or misconduct 
of game officials, or matters referred by the board of directors. 
 

III. Rationale: 
 
The purpose of this proposed amendment is to clarify the types of cases that shall be heard by the MSYSA 
discipline and appeals committee, in accordance with USSF Policy. The current rule states that the committee 
would hear cases concerning referee assault. However, USSF Policy states that MSYSA has jurisdiction to 
adjudicate matters of misconduct toward game officials (i.e., referee assault and referee abuse) as well as 
misconduct of game officials. Thus, this rule amendment serves to better align our Rules with USSF Policy 
concerning misconduct “toward” and “of” game officials.  
 
Misconduct Toward Game Officials is defined and discussed further in USSF Policy 531-9. 
Misconduct of Game Officials (i.e., misconduct committed BY game officials) is discussed in USSF Policy 531-10.  
 
For reference, Section 4 of USSF Policy 531-9 discusses Jurisdiction and Hearings concerning Misconduct Toward 
Game Officials, and states the following: 

(A) General 

(1) When any amateur or professional player, coach, manager, club official or game official assaults or 
abuses a referee, the original jurisdiction to adjudicate the matter shall vest immediately in the responsible 
Organization Member which is affiliated with the Federation.  

Also, Section 2 of USSF Policy 531-10 discusses Procedures concerning Misconduct of Game Officials, and states 
the following: 

 



 

 

(A) Misconduct at a Match 

When any game official is accused of having committed misconduct toward another game official, 
participant, or spectator at a match, or of having a conflict of interest, the original jurisdiction to 
adjudicate the matter shall vest immediately in the State Association or Organization Member through 
which the accused game official is registered. In the situation where Amateur and Youth State Associations 
exist in a state, and the incident of alleged misconduct occurred at a match sanctioned by one State 
Association, jurisdiction shall vest with the State Association sanctioning the match in question. 

Thus, in matters of Misconduct Toward Game Officials (i.e., referee assault or referee abuse as defined in USSF 
Policy 531-9) and Misconduct of Game Officials, MSYSA would have jurisdiction to adjudicate the matter.  The 
MSYSA Discipline and Appeals Committee would hear the cases concerning misconduct toward game officials or 
misconduct of game officials, which is what the proposed amendment serves to clarify.  

Outcome: Approved by the MSYSA Board of Directors on November 25, 2019, effective March 1, 2020.  

  


