
 

 

Proposed Amendment to MSYSA Rule 5.3I, Proposed by Danielle Henry, MSYSA Director of Member Services. 
Date Submitted: November 25, 2019 
To be effective March 1, 2020.   
 
I. Current Rule: 

Rule 5.3I 

I. Misconduct of Game Officials. In case of misconduct by referees or other game officials, USSF Policy 531-10 shall 
apply, including reporting procedures (See Appendix). 
 

II. How the Rule Would Be Changed: 
Insert the following sentence after “(See Appendix).”: If a written complaint of misconduct by a game official (as 
defined in USSF Policy 531-10) is verified by Michigan State Youth Soccer Association, the complaint may be 
referred to the State Referee Committee for a hearing, at the discretion of the state association. 

The proposed rule (with changes) would appear as follows:  
 

I. Misconduct of Game Officials. In case of misconduct by referees or other game officials, USSF Policy 531-10 
shall apply, including reporting procedures (See Appendix). If a written complaint of misconduct by a game 
official (as defined in USSF Policy 531-10) is verified by Michigan State Youth Soccer Association, the complaint 
may be referred to the State Referee Committee for the hearing, at the discretion of the state association. 

 
III. Rationale: 

USSF Policy 531-10 discusses Misconduct of Game Officials. Section 2 of this policy discusses Procedures.  
Section 2D of USSF Policy 531-10 indicates the following: 

D. Upon receipt by the appropriate Organization Member of a verified written complaint, a hearing shall be 
conducted within 30 days from verification pursuant to guidelines established by the Organization Member 
having jurisdiction as provided by subsection (A) or (B) of this section. The guidelines may include referring the 
complaint to the State Referee Committee for the hearing. The hearings and appeal process shall provide for 
adequate due process for the accused person including proper notice of charges, the right to bring witnesses in 
defense, and the right to confront and to cross-examine the accusers.  

This section indicates that the state association may establish guidelines that allow a complaint of misconduct of 
game officials to be referred to the State Referee Committee for a hearing. Currently, the MSYSA Rules do not have 
such guidelines established. This proposed rule change is intended to establish guidelines in the MSYSA Rules so 
that a verified complaint of misconduct by a game official may be subsequently referred to and heard by the SRC.  

Once the hearing has been conducted, the chairperson of that hearing committee must still “transmit the findings 
of the committee in writing to all parties concerned including the accused and the accusers and to the State 
Association(s) or Organization Member within seven days of the hearing” as outlined in Section 2E of USSF Policy 
531-10. The determination as to whether the verified complaint of misconduct of game officials would be referred 
to the SRC for hearing or heard by the MSYSA Discipline and Appeals Committee would be made by Michigan State 
Youth Soccer Association, in conjunction with the verification process.  

Outcome: Approved by MSYSA Board of Directors on November 25, 2019, effective March 1, 2020.   


